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their efficiency and trustworthiness in a previous position. 
Here we hope to establish a profitable manual training school 
in gardening, care of poultry, and all kinds of farm work. 
As yet we have only two boys living there, one taken from 
the epileptic class and one from the custodial. Others from 
the epileptic cottage walk to this farm house twice each week 
working through the afternoon in their vegetable beds.

With an incubator we have commenced the raising of 
chickens, which interests all concerned.

M ICHIGAN.

Hon. L. A. Sherman, Port Huron, Michigan, President of 
the Board of Building Commissioners of the " Michigan 
Home for the Feeble-Minded and Epileptic,” kindly furnishes 
the following data :

1. The first appropriation for building purposes for the 
“ Michigan Home for the Feeble-Minded and Epileptic” 
made by the legislature at its last session was $50,000.

We have secured a donation of 1 60 acres of land, water 
free for five years, and options not to exceed $50 per acre on 
600 acres of land additional, running five years. For our 
$50,000 we expect to be able to provide accommodations for 
nearly or quite 200 inmates. The plan upon which we begin 
construction contemplates when completed, accommodations 
for 1,000 feeble-minded and epileptic.

2. The appropriation for current expenses the first year 
is $15,000.

3. The home is located at Lepeer, 45 miles west of Port 
Huron.

4. We start with 160 acres of land, two-thirds of which 
will be devoted to farming purposes.

5. Age of admission 7 to 21 years.
6. Inmates can be retained indefinitely under the law

M INNESOTA.
Dr. A. C. R o g e r s .

“  Sunnyside,” the detached building for custodial girls, 
progress on which has been previously reported, was com-



MINUTES.

ple ted  so f a r  as  c on t r a c te d  for.  and  is n o w  oc cu p i ed  by  1 1 0  
gi rl s  under  the  c a re  of  a mat ro n  and  fou r teen  o t h er  e m p l o y ­
ees.  T h e  res ident  phys i c i an  ro om s  in this  bui ld ing  and holds  
a regu l a r  c l ini c there  at  1 0 : 3 0  dai ly .  A t e a c h e r  is e m p l o y e d  
to  begin wo rk  J u n e  1 6th.  S h e  wil l  be e x p e c te d  to a ss i st  the  
ma t r o n  in d i r ec t ing  m a n u a l  t r a in ing  and  oc cu pa t io n  fo r  the 
br i ght er  gi rl s  an d  ep i l ept i c s  and  pr ov id in g  a m u s e m e n t  for  the 
househo ld.

T h e  bu i ld ing  cons i s t s  of  cent er  and  tw o  “ L ”  shaped  
wings ,  all  p re sen t i ng  a f ro nt age  or ab ou t  2 7 0  feet.  T h e  
s t r uc ture  is of  br ick,  tw o  s tor i e s  in height ,  t r im me d  with 
whi te  s tone and  c ov er ed  wi th  slate.  T h e  f loors  a re  of  n a r ­
row M ich igan  maple ,  e x ce p t  in f ront  hal l ,  ve st ibule,  k i tchen,  
s cu l le r ie s  and  ba th  rooms ,  which  a re  laid in t i l ing p a t te rn s  
and s late.  T h e  s t a i r w a y s  used b y  the  chi ldren are  c o n s t r u c t ­
ed o f  iron and  s late ,  r e s t ing  upon iron " I "  b e a m s  bui lt  into 
the  br i ck wal ls .  T h e  f loor  s p a c e s  of  the ent i re  bui ld ing  are 
f i l led w i th  m in er a l  wool ,  both  for  fire p rotec t ion  and  to  d e a d ­
en sound .  A b a s e m e n t  of  nine feet  in height  furni shes  spa c e  
for  a l arge  vent i l a t in g  fan in the  c en ter  and  ga l va n i z e d  c o n ­
dui t s  for  air,  and  iron pipes for  s te a m  and  w a te r  in the 
wings .  A m p l e  f lues are  prov ided  for  the exit  of  foul  a i r  f rom 
e v e r y  room and  f resh  air  is supp l i e d  by  the fan.  its t e m p e r a ­
ture  be ing  re gu la ted  by  te m p e r i n g  s t e a m  coi ls  as  desired.  
D i re c t  rad ia t ion  c a n  be app l i e d  in e ve ry  ro o m  w h er e  neces -  
sa ry .

S t e a m  for  h ea t in g  and  c oo k i ng  and  e lec t r i c i t y  for  l i ght ing  
a re  supp l i ed  f r om  the  ce n te r  p la nt s  abou t  s ix  hu nd re d  feet  
a w a y .  A  port ion of  one  wi ng  w a s  not  co m p l e te d  under  the 
ge ne ra l  co nt ra c t  but  w h e n  all  is done  the  bui ld ing  wil l  eas i ly  
a c c o m m o d a t e  1 5 0  ch i ldren  and  16 0  wo uld  not  c r o w d  it a s  
b a d l y  a s  ou r  o th er  bu i ld ings  h a v e  been c ro w d ed  a lm os t  c o n ­
t inual l y .  T h e  cos t  wi l l  be  a b o u t  $ 4 7 5  per  bed.

T h e  co m pl e t i on  o f  this  bui ld ing  m a r k s  a  ve ry  im po r t a nt  
s ta te  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  in our  inst i tution,  in, th a t  it e na b l es  us 
fo r  the  first t ime  to  m a k e  a d is t inc t  c o lo ny  for  our  c u s t o d i a l  
an d  to s e p a r a te  ou r  be t t e r  ep i l ept i c s  f rom all  others.  W e  
n o w  h a v e  a  d is t inc t  c l a s s  of  ep i l ept i c  gi rl s  at  “ S u n n y s i d e , ” 
a nd  a c l a s s  of  ep i l ept i c  b o y s  in the o ld  bui lding.

A n  a d m ir a b l e  e l ect r ic  l ight  p lant  has  re c en t ly  been  c o m ­
p le ted and  is w o r k i n g  nicely,  su p p ly in g  a lso the  S c h o o l  for 
B l i n d  abou t  1 , 5 0 0  f ee t  distant .



FOR T  W A YN E .

T h e  s ta te  has  ge n e ro u s l y  p ro v id ed  a  c o t t a g e  for  the  s u p e r ­
i n t e n d e n t ’s f a m i ly  at a cos t  of  $ 4 , 0 0 0 .

N E W  Y O R K .

D r . J .  C. C a r s o n .

T h e  S y r a c u s e  S t a t e  In s t i tu t io n  for  F e e b l e - M i n d e d  C h i l ­
dren no w prov ides  for f ive hu nd re d  and  fo r ty  pupi ls ,  wh ich  is 
p ra c t i ca l l y  the  ex ten t  of  its a c c o m m o d a t i o n .  W i t h i n  the  pas t  
tw o  y e a r s  no ne w bui ld ings  h a v e  been e re c te d  upon  the S y r a ­
cuse  g r ou nd s  e x ce p t  fo r  hosp i ta l  p u rp o se s  A b o u t  e ighteen  
m on th s  ago  a new wi n g  to the  ins t i tut ion hos p i ta l  w a s  c o m ­
pleted.  T h e  bu i ld ing  ent i re  no w p ro v id e s  fo r t y - f o u r  beds  for 
pa t i ent s .  It is loca ted  at  a c o n v e n i e n t  d i s t an ce  f r om  all  
o th er  bu i ldings  and its d e p a r t m e n t s  a re  re se rv e d  e x c l u s iv e l y  
for  those  requ i r ing  med ica l  or  surg i ca l  c a re  and  a ttent ion.  
T h i s  hosp i ta l  is no w one  of  the  f ea tu re s  of  ou r  ins t i tut ion 
wi th  which  w e  a re  e sp e c i a l l y  wel l  p l eased.  A s  soon  as  a n y  
pupi l  o r  e m p l o y e  b e c o m es  a i l ing  in a m a n n e r  suff ic ient  to  r e ­
qui re  med ica l  a t tent ion,  he is at  once  r e m o v e d  to the h o s p i ­
tal  and  p laced  under  the  i m m e d ia t e  c h a r g e  o f  e x pe r i e nc e d  
nurses  wh os e  ent i re  t ime  both  d a y  and  night  is d ev ot ed  to 
thei r  spec ia l  wo rk .  W e  h a v e  no m or e  w o r r y  nor  a n x ie ty  
o v e r  poss ib le  neg lect  or  insuf f i cient  a t t en t io n  to ou r  s ick and  
a i l ing  ones.

T h e  p ur po s es  of  the  S y r a c u s e  ins t i tu t ion a re  e du ca t i on a l  in 
thei r  c h ar ac t e r ,  and  an ef f icient s c hoo l  o r gan iz a t i on  has  a l ­
w a y s  been m ain ta i ne d ,  and  the  l a w  c r e a t i n g  the  ins t i tut ion 
d es ig na te s  th o se  ad mit ted  at  publ ic  e x p e n s e  as  s ta te  pupi ls .  
U s u a l l y  f rom e i ghty - f i ve  to n in e ty  p er  cen t  a re  in a t t e n d a n c e  
at  the  s cho o l  exerc i ses  o r  a re  o t h er w is e  oc cu p i ed  at  i n d u s ­
trial  t ra in ing or  the va r i ou s  e m p l o y m e n t s  which  the a d m i n i s ­
t ra t ion of  the  ins t i tu t ion furnishes.

It  wo u ld  seem,  f rom the  dri f t  of  l eg is l at ion  for  the  f e e b l e ­
minded  in our  s ta t e ,  th a t  a  po l i cy  is be in g  out l ined  wh ich  
wi l l  p ro v id e  fo r  them  in d is t inc t i ve  c l a s se s  o r  g r ou p s  at  s ta te  
ex pe ns e .  F i r s t ,  we  h a v e  the S y r a c u s e  ins t i tu tion,  o rgan iz ed  
in  1851,  for  the  e du ca b l e  c l as s ,  w i th  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  for  
a bo u t  f ive hundred  and  f i fty.  S e c o n d ,  the C u s t o d ia l  A s y l u m  
at N e w a r k  for  f ee b l e -m in d ed  w o m e n ,  o r gan ize d  in 1 8 7 8  a s  a 
b ra nc h  of  the  S y r a c u s e  ins t i tut ion,  an d  in 1 8 8 5  e s t ab l i sh ed


